Minutes
January 15, 2026
Commissioners present: Jeffrey Hunker, Timothy Bechtol and William Bateson

Also Present: Alec Helms, Cindy Land, Phil Johnson, Auditor Charity Rauschenberg, Steve
Wilson and Kaysie Penzinski

Commissioner Hunker opened the meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the Commissioner’s 1st floor
conference room. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Minutes from the January 13, 2026
meeting was read with William Bateson making a motion to approve, Timothy Bechtol
seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

William Bateson made a motion to approve two Warrant Journals. Timothy Bechtol seconded.
Motion passed 3-0. The Commissioners signed two travel requests for the Sheriff’s Office, two
travel requests for JFS and a letter of appointment for JFS

The Assistant Clerk presented the following resolutions for consideration:

Resolution #29-26 — Repayment of advance from Brownfield Coalition Grant Fund #2195 to the
General Fund #1001. William Bateson made a motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded.
Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution #30-26 — Additional appropriation within the Auditor’s certification — Commissioners
to appropriate to Hancock County Elections Commission Fund #8135. William Bateson made a
motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution #31-26 — Additional appropriation within the Auditor’s certification — Commissioners
to appropriate to General Fund #1001. William Bateson made a motion to approve. Timothy
Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Cindy Land presented the following resolutions for consideration:

Resolution #32-26 — Resolution authorizing the 2026 CEBCO Wellness Grant Agreement. Cindy
stated we will receive $14,770.00 for this year. William Bateson made a motion to approve.
Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution #33-26 — Resolution authorizing the sale of equipment no longer needed by Hancock
County E-911. Cindy stated this is specifically for 2 Cardiac Science G3 AED Trainers and 1
Dynamic Air Cleaner. William Bateson made a motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded.
Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution #34-26 — Resolution authorizing the chair to sign Explosive Gas Monitoring reports
and letters to the EPA regarding the Explosive Gas Monitoring reports as soon as they are
prepared. Cindy stated that we have run into some difficulty getting these reports signed and to



the State timely due to the time of the end of the month and the schedule of the next
Commissioners’ meeting. This will authorize one Commissioner to sign the report. William
Bateson made a motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution #35-26 — Contract for General Consulting Services between The Mannik & Smith
Group, Inc., Consultants and the Board of Hancock County Commissioners - Work Order No.
H1010077.0128. Cindy stated the cost of this contract is $260,000. William Bateson made a
motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution #36-26 — Contract for 2026 SWMD Annual District Report for 2025 services
between The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc., Consultants and the Board of Hancock County
Commissioners - Work Order No. H1010077.0129. Cindy stated the total cost of this contract is
$12,500. William Bateson made a motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed
3-0.

Resolution #37-26 — Contract for Professional Engineering and Environmental Services for 2026
SWMD 5 Year Plan Update between The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc., Consultants and the
Board of Hancock County Commissioners - Work Order No. H1010077.0130. Cindy stated the
cost of this contract is $30,000. William Bateson made a motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol
seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution #38-26 — Contract for Professional Engineering and Environmental Services for 2026
Groundwater Monitoring Services between The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc., Consultants and
the Board of Hancock County Commissioners - Work Order No. H1010079.0131. Cindy stated
the cost of this contract is $120,000. William Bateson made a motion to approve. Timothy
Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution #39-26 — Contract for Professional Engineering and Environmental Services for 2026
Gas Collection/Control System Coordination between The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc.,
Consultants and the Board ff Hancock County Commissioners - Work Order No.
H1010077.0132. Cindy stated the cost of this contract is $25,000. William Bateson made a
motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Steve provided an update on how the cost of these contracts compare to the previous year.
Phil stated he is not presenting the next resolution listed on the agenda.

Resolution 40-26 — Authorizing entry into and execution of a third amendment to an Ohio
Department of Development Brownfield Remediation Program Grant Agreement with regard to
property located near the intersection point of I-75 and County Road 99 in Hancock County,
referred to as the Lai Assessment Project, extending the grant completion date to June 30, 2026.
Phil explained the reasoning for needing the extension and the difference between an assessment
and a remediation project. William Bateson made a motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol
seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution 41-26 — Authorizing the execution and submission of documents constituting a
second amendment and accomplishing a second extension of the date for completion of a
Brownfield Remediation Grant Program, for the facilitation of the Phase II Blanchard River
benching project in Hancock County. Phil stated the project is progressing, but it is not complete



so this will extend it out till the project can get completed. William Bateson made a motion to
approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution 42-26 — Authorizing the entry into and execution of a Change Order #1 to a contract
with Helms Construction, Inc. for the provision and installation of a Community Center Building
and associated elements in McComb, Ohio, pursuant to the neighborhood revitalization program
within the Ohio Office of Community Development’s Community Development Block Grant
Program for program year 2023. Phil stated this change order is a total deduction of $10,006.
Kaysie gave an update on the project and the projected completion date. William Bateson made a
motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Resolution 43-26 — Authorizing entry into a contract with Josette. LLC d/b/a Fastsigns of
Findlay for fabrication and installation of signs at a new Hancock County office building located
at 401 Olive Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840. Phil stated the cost of this is $3,702.04. William
Bateson made a motion to approve. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

Steve Wilson provided the Commissioners with attached end of year landfill reports with
previous years as comparisons. He also provided projected landfill expense budgets. There was a
discussion on if borrowing will be needed for the next phase of expansion. Steve also provided
an update on the flood map that was emailed to the Board and the contamination clean up being
done in the benching area. He stated that the EPA is having a hearing tonight at 6:00 at the
library in regards to the gas collection system. This is ran by the EPA and the Commissioners are
not required to attend but they are welcome to be there if they would like.

Auditor Rauschenberg statedthat there are a lot of assessment for this year. She has made sure to
tell her staff that if people are asking questions to walk through the bills with them and indicate
the assessments that are included in the bills.

There was a discussion on the blue flags and the condition of the Courthouse railing and steps.

Meetings/Reports

William Bateson stated the Board was notified yesterday that ADAMHS was having grants cut
but today we have heard that has been reversed. There was a discussion on the restoration of
those funds.

Timothy Bechol attended his first Convention and Visitors Bureau meeting.

Jeffrey Hunker attended the onboarding for all of the new Alliance, Economic Development and
CVB members on Tuesday. Tuesday night he attended the ribbon cutting for the new Youth for
Christ building. Yesterday there was an Employee Benefits Committee meeting.

At 10:30 a.m., the Commissioners held the Township Road 190 vacation hearing in Amanda
Township. Also present was Alec Helms, Cindy Land, Engineer Doug Cade, Saige Thornley and
Steve Ruggles. Commissioner Hunker opened the hearing by providing introductions and
explaining the procedures of the hearing. Alec Helms read the history of the petition into the
record. Steve Ruggles stated his family owns the properties on both sides of the portion of road
that is looking to be vacated. They are not opposed to this vacation in any way. There was a



discussion on what will be done with the current road if it is vacated. Engineer Cade read his
report into the record and stated he is in favor of this vacation. The Board directed the
Prosecutor’s office to prepare a resolution to approve the vacation. William Bateson made a
motion to adjourn the hearing. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

At 11:00 a.m., the Commissioners held the Township Road 106 vacation hearing in Pleasant
Township. Also present was Alec Helms, Cindy Land, Engineer Doug Cade and Dennis
Shroeder. Commissioner Hunker opened the hearing by providing introductions and explaining
the procedures of the hearing. Alec Helms read the history of the petition into the record. Dennis
stated they own property around the area and just wanted to have a little more information. Doug
Cade explained how the separation of the road to the surrounding properties would work and
stated he can have someone from his office come and survey the area for them. Engineer Cade
read his report into the record and stated he is in favor of this vacation. The Board directed the
Prosecutor’s office to prepare a resolution to approve the vacation. William Bateson made a
motion to adjourn the hearing. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

At 11:30 a.m., the Commissioners held the Ridge Run Drive and Noble Hawk Court vacation
hearing in Biglick Township. Also present was Alec Helms, Cindy Land, Engineer Doug Cade,
Jeff Hanna, John Filkins, Pat Sadowski, Annette Eddington, Brett Eddington and Brian Fink.
Commissioner Hunker opened the hearing by providing introductions and explaining the
procedures of the hearing. Alec Helms read the history of the petition into the record. Pat
Sadowski stated he was acting as legal council for the Eddingtons. They are the property owners
for all of the adjacent properties. Jeff Hanna stated that the Village of Arcadia owns a waterline
that goes through this area and he wanted to make sure they would have access to that waterline
still. Doug cade stated there is no dedicated easement so they would retain the entire right-away
to access the waterline if needed. Brett Eddington provided some history of the marking and
things that have been done since they purchased the property to help maintain the waterline. Pat
and John stated they will work together to come up with an agreement for the Village to access
the waterline. Engineer Cade read his report into the record and stated he is in favor of this
vacation. Cindy Land stated a letter had been sent to Biglick Township for them to provide us
with their feedback on this vacation but we have not received anything as of now. The Board
cannot make their decision on this until something is received from the Township. Cindy stated
she will reach out to them again to get something sent to us. The Board directed the Prosecutor’s
office to prepare a resolution to approve the vacation as long as we receive something in support
of the vacation from Biglick Township. William Bateson made a motion to adjourn the hearing.
Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

At 2:20 p.m., the Commissioners met with Sheriff Cortez. Also present was Alec Helms, Cindy
Land and Jessie Sterrett.

Sheriff Cortez requested executive session in regards to collective bargaining.

At 2:21 p.m., Jeff Hunker made a motion to enter executive session in regards to collective
bargaining. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Roll call vote as follows: William Bateson: yes; Timothy
Bechtol: yes; Jeffrey Hunker: yes; At 2:52 p.m., Jeffrey Hunker made a motion to come out of
executive session. Timothy Bechtol seconded. Motion passed 3-0.



Commissioner Bechtol gave Sheriff Cortez an update on the status of the solicitation of bids for
the Treasurer’s office remodel.

Commissioner Hunker read a letter to be sent to Chief Mathias in support of the vacation of
South Cory Street. The Commissioners signed the letter.

Work Session Topics

Respectfully submitted,

(e &>

Alec Helms, Assistant Clerk

Reviewed and approved by:
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